
Kern River Valley 
Lodge #827

ÒNovember 2009Ó
Trestle Board

ÒMerry Christmas & Happy New YearÓ

Meets Every Monday night 7:00pm



562  James  Road
Kernville, California

STATED MEETING DINNER

Turkey
And all of the fixÕens

$8.00 per person

Monday December 7th @ 6:00PM

Prepared by
DeMar Club

Order of the Eastern Star
Please join us for dinner! 

We need your support .
You will enjoy the fellowship! 

All Masonic Family Christmas Party!!!
The ALL Masonic Dinner  is December 13 th  at the Elks 

Lodge in Wofford Hgts. Cost to be $19 per, We will be 
having entertainment and it is open to the entire Masonic 

Family. Please bring a toy, clothing or gift certificate 
from Target for the Children at the Shrine  Hospital 

Kern River Valley Masonic Family
Calendar December  2009

    

Dec.. 1st d   Kaph Mtg.  1:00pm
RAM Dinner  6:15pm

    RAM Stated Convocation
    Election of Officers
Dec. 2nd   Yod Chapter Mtg. 11:30am

Dec.. 3rd h      OES Mtg.  7:30pm

Dec 4th   Shrine Brd  Noon
    Airport

Dec. 7th   KRVPA Mtg.  9:00am
Stated Mtg. Dinner 6:00pm

    Stated Mtg.  7:00pm

Dec. 13 th     All Masonic Dinner 5:00pm
    Elks Lodge

Dec. 14 th   1 st   Degree  7:00pm

Dec. 17 th   OES Mtg.  7:30pm

Dec. 21 st      Dark

Dec. 28 th   Officers Practice
 7:00pm   

 ÒSee you there, if not you will be missedÓ   



From the East:
As I write this article Thanksgiving is just over a week away.  I wish to 
give thanks to all the Brothers and Ladies who have, and are, helping 
and giving me the desire to forge ahead, so to speak, and making my 
day worthwhile. 

This affliction I have does have its moments of trial but I seem to 
regain my tolerance for it with the help of all the good people I am in 
contact with. 

The functions of our Lodge have been extraordinary in thee past 
months.  “New Blood” is flowing.  Our new Master Masons, Fellow 
Craft’s  and Entered Apprentices are eager to participate in this new 
surge of Masonry in our Lodge and Valley.  Not to be out-done, our 
concordant and appendant bodies are also experiencing revitalization.  

On this note, our Eastern Star having had their installation on 
November 21, and congratulations to the 2009 Worthy Matron Adriane 
and Worthy Patron Ed and their officers for a well spent year of 
dedication and accomplishment.  To the 2010 Worthy Matron Gwen 
and Worthy Patron Richard, congratulations to you and your officers 
for your dedication and I know a great year is in store for you.  

December will see yet another first degree.  The date has been set as 
December 19th, but the procedures are under way and a ballot will be 
taken at the Stated meeting as well as reading another petition for the 
Degrees.

On the 13th will be the all Masonic Family Christmas party to be held 
at the Elks Lodge.  This is the brain child of Worshipful George Hupp 
PM and promises to be a night of comradely and entertainment by the 
Sweet Adeline’s quartet.  A great idea brother George. 

A Very Merry Christmas, my Brothers and Ladies and with the New 
Year coming, I do wish you all the very best there can be. It has been 
my pleasure to serve as Master of this Lodge and I wish the new corps 
of officers the very best as they go forward. I want to thank each of my 
committeemen and officers for a job very well done.

Fraternally
Mike Hoff, PM, Master 
   
From the South

From the South
 
As always I hope this finds all the Masonic family in good health and 
spirits.  I want to thank everyone for their help through the month of 
November.  The fellowship at our dinners was spectacular.  I have such 
admiration for my brethren who work so hard and give so much of 
themselves to help others.  You are truly great men.  Well, need I say it 
again.  We had a heck of a busy month in November, and guess what?

It looks like December will be much the same.  As our Master has 
probable informed you buy now, it looks like we'll be giving two 
degrees in December, a First and a Second Degree.  We're getting 
pretty good at these guys.  Brother Joseph Ciriello will be "the Cat 
with the Hat" (Master)for the First degree and I will do the Second.  
 
On a different subject;  I would like to ask all the brethren to bring one 
or two canned food items to our meetings beginning in December to 
contribute to the Food Pantry to help feed those less fortunate during 
these difficult times.  Remembering the first two tenets of Masonry, 
Brotherly Love and Relief, this seems like an appropriate gesture of 
our concern for our fellow man.  If anyone has concerns about this or 
ideas that will help us help others, please bring those ideas to the 
meetings where we can discuss and implement them.
 



On another note, I would remind all of you to get your flu shots, for 
the seasonal and the H1N1.  Please remember to make sure you drink 
enough fluids.  As our seasons change to colder weather we tend to 
drink less water and more coffee, tea, etc.  Caffeinated drinks like 
coffee, tea, and colas dehydrate the body.  Dehydration is a main cause 
for many emergency room visits this time of year.  Remember to be 
good to yourselves,  drinks lots of fluids, get lots of rest, and EAT 
WELL !!   See you all soon.

Tom Wright, Jr. Warden

Lake Isabella Shrine       
Nobles,
Hello nobles, hope all had a good month. It sure was good to see all 
you nobles and ladies at the shrine meeting. The dinner was super. 

Remember this is the month we elect new officers for the coming 
year .keep this in mind. We are still looking for a president, nobles, 
please step forward and serve our club in 2010!!!

Our Board meeting will be on Dec. 4th  at the Airport at noon. One of 
the items we need to discuss is changing to Friday instead of Thursday 
as we leave all  of our brother out in R/C who attend the RAM 
Meeting that Thursday evening.

The 13th of December will be our Dinner Meeting at the Elks as we 
join in with the All Masonic Christmas Party. We will vote on our 
officers a that meeting. You are all invited to attend.
Jim Garrett, President    
     

Royal Arch

I am again looking forward to the potluck prior to the stated 
convocation, you all do so good.

Our nominating committee has a slate of officers in place for 2010, 
and we will be electing new officers at our Stated Convocation.

We will also confer the 2 new Mark Master’s candidates who were 
unable to take their Degree in November, following our Stated 
Convocation. The Grand King  will be with us that evening.

My Companions your dues are due now. Please get yours in the mail 
asap.

I have been so pleased that we have had good attendance and have 
been able to open Chapter with the required members, but invite those 
members who have not been out for awhile to attend, we miss having 
you at our gatherings!!

John Angove, 
High Priest 

Eastern Star
Sisters and Brothers

Richard and I are very excited and ready to get started on a great year. 
We hope to see you all at our regular meeting.

Our first meeting will be on December 3 at 7:30 and will be re-
obligation and on the 17 we are having a Christmas Potluck to spread 
some Christmas Cheer.  We might even get to see the Big Guy. Be 
there by 6:30

December 7 DeMar will be serving Dinner for the Blue Lodge please 
come down and give us a hand.  After dinner we will be putting 
together our Christmas basket for our shut in’s.  We need Goodies for 
our baskets cookie, candy, note cards or anything you wood like to 
contribute.



Richard and I wish you a VERRY MERRY CHRISTMAS and a 
Happy and prosperous NEW YEAR

With Star Love
Richard and Gwen Schock

 
 Annual Laughlin Trip  

January 11, 12, and 13th..  Cost $125 per person double occupancy, bus 
over & back, 2 nights at Riverside Hotel, 2 buffet tickets, snacks Fun 
and Fellowship.  Call Sue 376-6962 for reservations. 
From the Secretary
As always if you have any concerns, please give me a call or 
send a note and I will be glad to respond to the best of my 
knowledge.

Dues request letters have been sent!! I am asking that you 
return your dues as soon as you can prior to the end of the year.

Sue and I want to wish each of you a very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year!!

Tom McKinney, PM Secretary

I got this from Chris Streeper, who was here on November 14th 
at the Lodge Dinner: You talk about Masonry in Action!! Tom 
Wright, our many thanks to you for you helping a Brother out!!!

Chris wrote:
I have to share this story with ya'll about how truly awesome of a 
brotherhood Freemasonry is!!!

  This past Saturday and Sunday we were holding our first California 
State Rally. Brethren came from all over the state as well as from Las 

Vegas, NV, Phoenix, AZ, and even Bear showed up from Tennessee. 
During our ride I had a small problem with my bike when my clutch 
cable snapped. Luckily we were off the freeway and close to 
Bakersfield so I was able to ride back with brother MOOSE in the 
“support truck” to go find a new one. I told the brethren that they 
could go on that I would repair it and catch up with them at our 
designated campground about 70 miles away near Lake Isabella.. All 
of them insisted on waiting for me to return. That was the first 
example I want to mention, but I’m not nearly finished. 

  Upon fixing and repairing my clutch cable, now two hours behind we 
all got to our camp ground. Due to the weather, many brothers who 
were tent camping decided to start bunking up with each other in the 
cabins… many overlooking the costs (kinda like we always do.) We 
departed and headed out to the local lodge Kern River Valley lodge 
#827 F&AM for a steak dinner they were hosting for the visiting 
members of the FMRC and their ladies. On the way there I began 
having some tire trouble and upon our arrival to the lodge further 
inspection found that my front tire had a lot of metal showing and was 
probably about to blow out. It definitely wasn't going to make it back 
to the south side of La La Land. There was no way I was going to get a 
new tire up here in the mountains before Monday, much less get home 
on it. I decided I’d just “figure it out.” 

  Many FMRC members knowing my current financial situation 
quietly spread the word and while we were having dinner secretly 
passed the hat. Enough money was collected to get me a new tire but 
there was still the problem of having to get back home and to work in 
Long Beach on Monday morning.  The Worshipful Master (elect) of 
the lodge, brother Thomas Wright, stepped up and offered me his 
1996 Harley-Davidson Electra Glide Ultra Classic to get me and 
Sandy home. How could I take this man’s bike from him, I had only 
known him less than an hour? He assured me that he wanted to help 
me, a distressed brother, in my time of need. I couldn’t believe it!  He 
even told me he’d arrange to get it fixed by the time I came back up to 
get it!



  So, here I sit in San Pedro right now with my brother’s Harley parked 
outside my house while my bike rests in his care 300 miles away. My 
brothers came to my aid and proved to me, yet again, what Masonry is 
all about.. When I rode into work on Monday morning everyone 
thought I had got a new bike. I got to tell all my co-workers the story I 
just shared with you.. They couldn’t believe that someone I had known 
for less than an hour would just take care of me like that and then on 
top of it trust me with their motorcycle without question. All I could 
respond with was, “Well, you guys keep asking what Freemasonry 
is all about and what being a Mason is like… there’s your answer.”

Ride safe, ride hard & ride with honor,
C.W. Streeper
FMRC California State Captain

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year


